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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Prior to calculation of the filing fee for this 
application, please enter the following Preliminary Amendment: 

If any amendments have been filed under Article 34 of 
the Patent Cooperation Treaty, applicant requests that these 
amendments not be entered as a part of this national filing. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

On page 1, immediately after the title, please insert 
the following: 

This is a National Stage filing and priority is hereby 
claimed under 35 U.S.C. Section 119 on International Application 
PCT/GBOO/02992, filed 3 August 2000 and Great Britain Application 
No. 99183 041.8, filed 3 August 1999, which International 
Application was published in English as number WO Ol/0963/Al. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 6, 7, 16 and 18 as shown: 

6. (Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps 
of measuring both the a.c. component of current through the 
battery cell or cells and the a.c. component of the voltage across 
the battery cell or cells; and obtaining a value for the internal 
impedance of the battery cell or cells via a combination of the 
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said current component and the said voltage component. 



7. (Amended) The method of claim 1, in which the step of 
measuring at least one of the a.c. components of a current and a 
voltage includes the steps of: 

measuring electrical signals representative of at 
least one of the voltage level across the cell or cells and the 
current level through the cell or cells; and 

frequency filtering the or each measured 
electrical signal to extract the said a.c. component arising from 
%t the ripple current . 

J;^ 16. (Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 12, further 

^ comprising a frequency filter arranged to pass a band of 

in frequencies including the frequency of the a.c. component arising 

from the ripple current. 

m 

?^ 18. (Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 17, in which the 

J" 

|;J filter is arranged to pass a band of frequencies including at 

^•J least one harmonic frequency of an a.c. mains frequency. 



Please add claims 21-25 as shown: 



21. (New) 16, An apparatus as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising a frequency filter arranged to pass a band of 
frequencies including the frequency of the a.c. component arising 
from the ripple current. 

22. (New) 17, An apparatus as claimed in claim 21 in which the 
filter is a fifth order band pass filter. 

23 . (New) 18, An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, in which the 
filter is arranged to pass a band of frequencies including at 
least one harmonic frequency of an a.c. mains frequency. 

24. (New) 19, An apparatus as claimed in claim 23, in which the 



filter is arranged to pass a band of frequencies including 900 Hz. 



25. (New) 20, An apparatus as claimed in claim 23, in which the 
filter is arranged to pass a band of frequencies including 1080 
Hz. 



The above amendments are made to eliminate multiple 
dependent claims and to add claims to fully claim the invention. 

Also, please do not enter the amended pages submitted 
under Article 34. This Preliminary Amendment conforms the claims 
to those considered in the International Preliminary Examination 
Report . 

Entry of the Amendment prior to calculating the filing 
fee is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, j /) 



REMARKS 



NlbkolSkS E. Westman, Reg. No. 20,1?7^ 
WEkjM^, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P. A. 
Suite 1600 - International Centre 
900 Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-3319 
Telephone : 612/334-3222 
Telefacsimile : 612/334-3312 




NEW: jab 



MARKED-UP VERSION OP REPLACEMENT CLAIMS 



6 . (Amended) The method of any one of the preceding claims claim 
1, further comprising the steps of measuring both the a,c. 
component of current through the battery cell or cells and the 
a.c. component of the voltage across the battery cell or cells; 
and obtaining a value for the internal impedance of the battery 
cell or cells via a combination of the said current component and 
the said voltage component. 

7. (Amended) The method of — any — one — — feiie — preceding — claims 
claim 1 , in which the step of measuring at least one of the a,c. 
components of a current and a voltage includes the steps of : 

measuring electrical signals representative of at 
least one of the voltage level across the cell or cells and the 
current level through the cell or cells; and 

frequency filtering the or each measured 
electrical signal to extract the said a.c. component arising from 
the ripple current . 

16, (Amended) An apparatus as claimed i n any one of claims 12 to 
^ claim 12 , further comprising a frequency filter arranged to 
pass a band of frequencies including the frequency of the a.c. 
component arising from the ripple current • 

18. (Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 — ©^^claim 17, 
in which the filter is arranged to pass a band of frequencies 
including at least one harmonic frequency of an a.c. mains 
frequency. 

Claim 21 has been added with this Amendment. 
Claim 22 has been added with this Amendment, 
Claim 23 has been added with this Amendment. 
Claim 24 has been added with this Amendment. 
Claim 25 has been added with this Amendment. 
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ASSESSING A PARAMETER OF CELLS IN THE BATTERIES OF 
UNINTERRUPTABLE POWER SUPPLIES 



5 The present invention relates to uninterruptable power 
supplies and in particular to a method and apparatus 
for assessing a parameter of the cells in the 
batteries of such power supplies. 

0 Uninterruptable power supply systems are used in 
situations where unexpected loss of power is 
particularly undesirable, for example by financial 
institutions, telecommunications installations, the 
utilities, hospitals and the military. They are needed 
5 where loss of power is unacceptable, for example where 
hospital patients rely on life support systems, or 
where data loss due to a computer shut down would be 
unacceptable as in a financial institution. The 
battery of the uninterruptable power supply is 
typically the last line of defence against total 
shutdown during power outages. 

A typical arrangement of an uninterruptable power 
supply is shown in Figure 1. An external .alternating 
current (a.cj power supply 1, generally supplied by 
an outside utility company, is converted to direct 
current (d.c.) by a rectifier 2. The rectified d.c. is 
converted back to a,c. by an inverter 3 for supply to 
the power supply user 4 . A battery 5 is connected to 
the d.c. part of the system in such a way that the 
charge on the battery is maintained during normal 
operation of the power supply. The battery may 
typically comprise a large number of lead acid cells. 
Should the external power supply 1 fail for any 
2:eason, the battery 5 maintains the operating voltage 
of the d.c, part of the system so that the power 
supply to the user 4 is maintained. 
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Battery 5 is shown, for convenience, and simplicity, 
connected* between the D.C. voltage and earth. In 
practise, however, especially on larger batteries, the 
battery is generally at a voltage floating with 
5 respect to earth, as supplied by the rectifiers. 

Unless the battery is healthy, it may not be able to 
carry the required electrical load when the a.c. 
supply is cut off. Thus it is desirable to be able to 
10 determine an indication of the condition of the cells 
in the battery, so as to be able to take further 
* action, for example by repairing or replacing a cell, 
if a cell is unlikely to be able to meet the power 
demands whilst the a,c. supply is cut off. 

15 

Batteries are generally manufactured with a certain 
life span that is dependent on environmental criteria 
and the number of discharges supplied by the battery. 
Some of the discharges will be due to use of the 

20 battery during a.c. power cuts, but some may occur 

during load testing. One typical method of determining 
battery health employs a load test. During this load 
test, the battery is disconnected from the power 
supply system and discharged across a load such as a 

25 resistor bank. The rate at which the cell voltage then 
decays is indicative of the battery's health and 
ability to sustain the power supply should the a.c. 
supply be cut. Weak battery cells display earlier and 
more rapid signs of voltage decay. The voltage decay 

30 charact eristic obtained during a load test correlates 
well with the expected performance, but the test is 
labour intensive and cannot easily be performed with 
the battery connected to the operating uninterruptable 
power supply. Furthermore, battery lifetime is reduced 

35 as a result of the required discharge. 

To prolong battery lifetime, therefore, modes of 
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testing that do net involve large discharges have been 
developed ♦ For example, reducing the depth of 
discharge during battery testing greatly improves 
battery lifetime. An alternative to load testing is to 
5 use impedance measurements to determine battery 
condition. 

Any device through which an electrical current will 
flow exhibits an impedance to that flow. In a lead 
acid battery the impedance comprises pure resistance 
components such as the battery terminals, plates, and 
the resistance of the electrochemical path, and 
capacitative components, in particular of the parallel 
plates- The impedance of the battery will therefore 
15 depend on the frequency at which it is measured. 

Detailed analysis of battery impedance measurements is 
difficult, requiring complex calculations- No 
universal equivalent circuit is available to describe 
the response of even a single electrode. The situation 
JO is yet more complicated when considering complete 

cells or batteries, with the influence on impedance of 
all the individual components being difficult or 
impossible to separate. For this reason, battery 
impedance measurements in practice are usually limited 
15 to one or a few impedance measurements at fixed 

frequencies. Deviations of a single cell from a norm 
may then indicate that this cell is faulty. 

Although the battery resistance can be measured using 
0 a d.c discharge across two or more different loads, 
battery lifetime may be affected by the significant 
discharge required to obtain repeatable readings, and 
a long measurement cycle is needed to ensure that 
battery recovers before taking measurements from the 
5 next cell. These problems do not occur during an a.c. 
impedance measurement, A variety of frequencies have 
been suggested or used for such measurements, ranging 
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from IOH2 to ImHz. A signal generator is used to apply 
an a.c. signal of the required frequency to individual 
cells or to the whole battery. Current and voltage 
readings are then made to determine the impedance of 
5 individual cells. 

By use of an on-line monitor it is possible to look 
for changing cell float voltages and cell impedance 
values that signal that the characteristics of the 
10 cell are changing. In such an application it does not 
matter that a physically correct value of impedance is 
not returned by the monitor. Rather, the monitor needs 
to determine whether a measure of the impedance of a 
given cell or group of cells has changed significantly 
15 over time,, perhaps with respect to some baseline or 

norm, or whether the measure of impedance of one cell 
or group of cells is significantly different from the 
battery average. Long term stability is an important 
indicator of cell performance and health. The skilled 
20 and experienced person is able to make a decision to 
make further checks on a cell or group of cells, 
perform repairs or install a replacement, based on the 
measurements of impedance. Automatic monitoring 
equipment, perhaps embodied in a computer connected to 
25 a telecommunications link, may be used to assist in 
this process. 

Impedance monitors of the prior art have measured cell 
impedance by injecting an a.c. signal of a given 

30 frequency into the battery and by filtering 

measurements of voltage and current at the same 
frequency. Because of the large capacity of the 
batteries used in uninterruptable power supplies the 
signal generator may need to be of a considerable 

35 size. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
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improved mechod for decerniining the condition of cells 
within the batteries of uninterruptable power 
supplies. 

According to the present invention, there is provided 
a method of measuring the electrical efficacy of one 
or more battery cells for use in an uninterruptable 
power supply, the method comprising: measuring at 
least one of an a.c. component of a current through 
the battery cell or cells and an a.c. conponent of a 
voltage across the said battery cell or cells, the 
a.c. component arising from a ripple current in the 
said battery cell or cells in use; and determining the 
electrical efficacy of the cell or cells on the basis 
of the or at least one of the measured a.c, current 
and voltage components. 

The ripple current in the battery results from the 
normal operation of the uninterruptable power supply. 
In particular, it may result from the operation of 
those components converting between direct and 
alternating current. Electrical signals related to 
the ripple current include the ripple current itself 
and ripple voltages driving or driven by the ripple 
current . 

Preferably, the step of determining the electrical 
efficacy includes obtaining a numerical value from 
the, or at le.ast one of the, measured a.c. current and 
voltage components . 

In that case, the electrical efficacy of the or each 
battery cell may be determined by comparison of the 
said numerical value with a corresponding further 
numerical value obtained by measurement of a.c. 
current and/or voltage components from one or more 
different cells. The electrical efficacy may in. a 
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particularly preferred embodiment be determined by 
comparison of the said numerical value with the" 
average of a plurality of further numerical values 
obtained by measurement of a.c. current and/or voltage 
5 components from a corresponding plurality of separate 
arrays of single or multiple cells respectively. 

Alternatively, the electrical efficacy of the battery 
cell or cells may be determined by comparison of the 
said numerical value with a corresponding 
predetermined numerical value. 

The method may further comprise the steps of measuring 
both the a.c. component of current through the battery 
cell or cells and the a.c. component of the voltage 
across the battery cell or cells; and obtaining a 
value for the internal impedance of the battery cell 
or cells via a combination of the said current 
component and the said voltage component. 

Although the impedance of the cell or cells is 
measured in preference, other parameters may be 
conveniently assessed, as will be apparent to the 
person skilled in the art. For example the resistive, 
capacitative or inductive components of the battery 
impedance, or the power dissipated in the cell or 
group of cells within a given frequency band may be 
determined. These and other parameters may be of use 
in assessing the condition of the cell or group of 
cells . 

Preferably, the step of measuring at least one of the 
a.c. components of a current and a voltage includes 
the steps of: measuring electrical signals 
x-epresentative of at least one of the voltage level 
across the cell or cells and the current level through 
the cell or cells; and frequency filtering the or each 
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measured electrical signal Lo extract the said a.c. 
component arising from the ripple current. In that 
case, the step of filtering includes isolating a band 
of frequencies from the or each said electrical 
5 signals. 

The band of frequencies may include at least one 
harmonic frequency of the a.c. mains frequency, such 
as' harmonics of 50 Hz or 60 Hz. Most preferably, 
10 components at 90 0 Hz and 1080 Hz are chosen. 

The invention also extends to an apparatus for 
measuring the electrical efficacy of one or more 
battery cells for use in an uninterruptable power 

15 supply, the apparatus comprising an ammeter arranged 
to measure an a.c, component of a current through the 
battery cell or cells, the a.c. current component 
arising from a ripple current in the said battery cell 
or cells in use, the electrical efficacy of the cell 

20 or cells being determined on the basis of the measured 
a.c. current component . 

In yet a further aspect, the invention resides in an 

apparatus for measuring the electrical efficacy of one 
25 or more battery cells for use in an uninterruptable 

power supply, the apparatus comprising a voltmeter 

arranged to measure an a.c. component of a voltage 
, across the battery cell or cells, the a.c. voltage 

component arising from a ripple current in the said 
30 battery cell or cells in use, the electrical efficacy 

of the cell or cells being determined on the basis of 

the measured a.c. voltage component. 

In that case, the apparatus may further comprise an 

35 ammeter arranged to measure an a.c. component of a 

current flowing through the battery cell or cells, the 

a.c. current component also arising from the said 
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ripple current in the said bactery ceil or cells in 
use, the electrical efficacy of the cell or cells 
being determined on the basis of both the measured 
a . c . voltage component and the a . c . current component . 

5 

A filter such as a fifth order band pass filter may 
also be provided to isolate harmonic frequencies of 
mains frequencies, for example* 

0 Advantageously, apparatus according to the present 
invention may be characterised in that it does not 
comprise a signal generator for injecting a current 
into the battery. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described by way of example only and with reference to 
the drawings, of which: 

Figure 1 shows a typical arrangement of an 
uninterruptable power supply; 

Figure 2 is a schematic diagram showing apparatus 
for measuring the impedance of cells or groups of 
cells in a battery for an uninterruptable power 
supply; and 

Figure 3 is a schematic diagram showing apparatus 
embodying the present invention, for measuring the 
voltage across cells or groups of cells of a battery 
of an uninterruptable power supply. 

Alternating current methods of measuring impedance in 
battery cells have hitherto required the injection of 
an alternating current, into the battery string. The 
method of the present invention utilises electrical 
signals related to the inherent ripple current present 
in almost all uninterruptable power supply batteries. 

Ripple current is caused by the power supply utilising 
the power storage capacity of the battery. The battery 
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is used to provide current for the inverter to produce 
an a.c* current from the d,c. bus voltage. This ripple 
current typically has a waveform that repeats at least 
at the frequency of the alternating current supplied 
5 by the inverter, but also contains many higher order 

harmonics and noise. The peak to peak magnitude of the 
ripple current is typically 20% to 10 0% of the actual 
load current supplied by the inverter. The ripple 
current is associated with related electrical signals, 
10 in: particular, ripple voltages across various battery 
components . 

One embodiment of the invention will now be described 
with reference to Figure 2 which shows, schematically, 
15 an apparatus for measuring the impedance of cells or 
groups of cells in a battery for an uninterruptable 
power supply. 

As seen in Figure 2, a number of cells 11 are together 
10 constituting a battery 30 connected in series across a 

d.c. bus 10, 12 of an uninterruptable power supply. 

The cells 11 make up the battery used to maintain the 

voltage of the d.c. bus during a period when the a.c. 

supply 1 (Figure 1) is cut. The cells are typically 
15 supplied grouped into units which are then installed 

in the uninterruptable power supply. A whole unit may 

then be replaced if found to be faulty. 

An ammeter 13 is connected in series with ,the cells 11. 
0 and measures the ^instantaneous current flowing through 
the battery at a selected frequency. 

A voltmeter 14 is likewise connected in parallel with 
the cells 11 and measures the instantaneous voltages 
5 across each of the oells 11, again at the selected 

frequency. The apparatus may conveniently be protected 
by individual current limiting protection resistors 
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and the voltages measured using a number of divider 
resistor networks, yielding voltage signals from the 
junction between each cell. These features will be 
described in more detail with reference to Figure 3 
5 below. 

At any one time^ the current measurement or the 
voltage measurement of a particular cell is selected 
by a multiplexer array 15, under the control of a 

10 central processing unit (CPU) 20. Typically the 
multiplexer array 15 may select the voltage 
measurement signals from both sides of a cell. As will 
be described in conrieccion with Figure 3, these 
signals may then be buffered before a differentiator 

15 circuit removes the d,c. components and a subtracter 
circuit converts the differential of the two signals 
to a single bipolar signal. 

The current or voltage signal selected by the 
20 multiplexer array is filtered using a high order band 
pass f ilter~ 16 arranged to pass a narrow band of 
frequencies around a selected frequency. The resulting 
filtered signal is converted to a d.c. voltage using a 
root-mean- square a.c. to d.c. converter 17 and is 
25 sampled using an analogue to digital converter 18. The 
resulting digital data is read by the CPU 20, which is 
linked to each of the multiplexer array 15, band pass 
filter 16, a.c. to d.c. converter 17 and analogue-to- 
digital converter 18 by a control line 19. 

30 

The high order band pass filter may be centred on a 
frequency that is selected to best indicate battery 
condition. A frequency of 900Hz may be chosen in the 
United Kingdom and Europe where the frequency of the 
35 external a.c. supply is 50Hz. Similarly, in the United 
States of America a central filter- frequency of IO8OH2 
may be chosen for use with 60 Hz mains a.c. 
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Measurements of battery impedance at various other 
frequencies, however, have been found to yield good 
indications of battery condition, and any suitable 
5 frequency may be used. A clock sweepable 5th order 

band pass filter under the control of a programmable 
clock filter has been found to provide good results in 
the operation of the present apparatus, and allows the 
central frequency of the filter to be varied 
10 conveniently if required. Other filter arrangements 
may be equally suitable. 

The CPU 20 calculates the ratios of the digitised 
voltage and current data to yield measurements of the 

15 impedance of the battery cells. By means of the 

multiplexer, the CPU 20 is able to sequentially select 
the voltage signal of each cell 11. The CPU may record 
the measurements of impedance, preferably in a non- 
volatile memory and/or on a mass storage device such 

20 as a magnetic device (not shown) . 

It is not necessary for calibrated measurements of 
impedance to be obtained, since the conditions of the 
cells of the battery can be assessed by monitoring 
25 changes in impedance over time, or by comparing the 
simultaneous impedances of a cell to other cells or 
the battery average. 

By means of a telecommunications link 21, the CPU 20 
30 may be remotely interrogated to obtain the impedance 
measurements. An assessment of the conditions in the 
battery may then be made. The CPU 20 may conveniently- 
be programmed to monitor the impedance measurements to 
raise an alarm via the telecommunications link 21 if 
3 5 any significant changes in impedance occur, such as 

changes of the impedance of a single cell that exceed 
a preset threshold, or the impedance of a single cell 
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differing from che batcery average by more than a 
preset threshold. 



The apparatus shown may be used to measure the 
5 impedance of cells of the battery. By monitoring how 
the measurement of irr^sedance of individual cells or 
groups of cells changes over time, the skilled person 
is able to obtain an indication of the conditions of 
individual cells, for example on observing an increase 
10 in the impedance of a single cell that is 

characteristic of a fault in or problem with that 
cell . 



Similar apparatus may be used to monitor other 
15 parameters of individual cells or groups of cells. The 
power dissipated by a cell within a given frequency 
band, or the resistive, capacitative or inductive 
components of the impedance may, for example, be 
useful for obtaining an indication of the conditions 
20 of individual cells, and may be monitored using 

variations to the described apparatus that will be 
familiar to the person skilled in the art. 

Figure 3 shows, schematically an apparatus for 
25 measuring the voltage across cells or groups of cells 
within the battery of an uninterruptable power supply. 
The diagram illustrates a particular configuration of 
apparatus that may be used to implement the voltage 
measurement function of the apparatus shown in Figure 
30 2. Accordingly, features common to Figures 2 and 3 
are labelled with like reference numerals. 

The battery 3 0 comprises a number of cells or groups 
of cells 11. Electrical connections from the junctions 
35 between each cell or group of cells 11 to a voltage 

measuring apparatus are made through current limiting 
protection resistors 31 and through pickup wires 32. 
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The current limiting protection resistors 31 protect 
the voltage measuring apparatus from current surges 
and electrical damage. 

The pickup wires 32 connect the current limiting 
protection resistors 31 to an array of divider 
resistor networks 33 configured to scale the voltages 
being measured to a level appropriate for the 
electronic circuits that follow, 

A ^multiplexer array 15 samples each pair of adjacent 
voltage measurements in turn. The pair of voltage 
outputs from the multiplexer array 15 passes through 
buffers 35 and to a differentiator 36 which removes 
the d.c, component of the signal. The resultant pair 
of voltage outputs is then passed to a subtracter 37 
which converts the differential voltage input signal 
to a single bipolar output signal. The single voltage 
output from the siibtractor 37 is then filtered by a 
clock sweepable fifth order band pass filter 16. The 
central frequency of the band pass filter is 
controlled by a programmable clock 39. A central 
frequency for the filter may be chosen to best 
indicate battery condition as described above - 

The filtered signal is passed through a root -mean- 
square (r.m.s.) to d.c converter 17 to convert the 
filtered alternating signal to a d.c. voltage which is 
sampled by an analogue to digital converter 18. A 
digital output 42 from the analogue-to-digital 
converter may be passed to a central processing unit 
as described in connection with Figure 2 • 

An equivalent apparatus may be provided for measuring 
the current passing through the battery, employing a 
similar filter, root mean square to d.c. converter and 
analogue to digital converter. Alternatively, an' 
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ammeter or othex- circuitry may be provided between the 
battery 30 and the multiplexer array 15 to enable the 
apparatus to sample the ripple current as well. In 
either case, the digital output that represents the 
5 measured current is passed to the central processing 
unit -for the purposes of calculating the impedance of 
each cell or group of cells . 

Typically, batteries for uninterruptable power 
10 supplies comprise multiple cells grouped into units. 
It will be understood that the apparatus described 
herein is equally suitable for measuring individual 
cells, groups of cells or indeed the whole battery, as 
desirable. It will also be appreciated that the 

15 specific implementation of the various features shown 
in Figure 3 is a matter of design choice. For 
example, discrete analogue or digital components might 
be used, or integrated circuits as appropriate. 
Alternatively, software filtering and software 

20 calculation of the root -mean- square to d.c. function 

could be employed. Likewise, common components may be 
used to process both the voltage and current 
components, or separate circuits could be used. 

25 If only a very small amount of ripple current flows 

through the battery of an uninterruptable power supply 
system, and this current is insufficient for the 
effective operation of the impedance measurement 
equipment, then a signal generator may be provided to 

30 inject current into the system during times of 
impedance measurement. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A method of measuring the electrical 
efficacy of one or more battery cells for use in an 
5 uninterrup table power supply, the method comprising: 
measuring at least one of an a.c. component of a 
current through the battery cell or cells and an a.c. 
component of a voltage across the said battery cell or 
cells, the a.c. component arising from a ripple 
10 cxrrrent in the said battery cell or cells in use; and 
determining the electrical efficacy of the cell 
or ^ cells on the basis of the or at least one of the 
measured a.c. current and voltage components. 

15 2. The method of claim 1, in which the step of 

determining the electrical efficacy includes obtaining 
a numerical value from the, or at least one of the, 
measured a.c. current and voltage components. 

2 0 3. The method of claim 2, in which the 

electrical efficacy of the or each battery cell is 
detezmined by comparison of the said numerical value 
wich a corresponding further numerical value obtained 
by measurement of a.c. current and/or voltage 

25 components from one or more different cells. 

4. The method of claim 3, in which the 
electrical efficacy is determined by comparison of the 
said numerical value with the average of a plurality 
30 . of further numerical values obtained by measurement of 
a.c. current and/or voltage components from a 
corresponding plurality of separate arrays of single 
or multiple cells respectively. 

5 5- The method of claim 2, in which the 

electrical efficacy of the battery cell or cells is 
determined by comparison of the said numerical value 
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with a corresponding predetermined numerical value. 

6 . The method of any- one of the preceding 
xilaims, further conprising the steps of measuring both 
5 the a,c. component of current through the battery cell 
or cells and the a.c. component of the voltage across 
the battery cell or cells; and obtaining a value for 
the internal impedance of the battery cell or cells 
via a combination of the said current corrponent and 
10 the said voltage component. 

7. The method of any one of the preceding 
claims, in which the step of measuring at least one of 
the a.c, components of a current and a voltage 
15 includes the steps of: 

measuring electrical signals representative of at 
least one of the voltage level across the cell or 
cells and the current level through the cell or cells; 
and 

20 frequency filtering the or each measured 

electrical signal to extract the said a,c. component 
seising from the ripple current • 

8. The method of claim 7, in which the steps of 
25 filtering includes isolating a band of frequencies 

from the or each said electrical signals. 

9. The method of claim 1, in which the step of 
filtering includes isolating a band of frequencies 

\0 including those frequencies which include at least one 
harmonic frequency of the a.c. mains frequency. 

10. ' The method of claim 9, including isolating a 
band of frequencies around 900 Hz. / 

5 



11. The method of claim 9, including isolating a 
band of frequencies around 108.0 Hz. 
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12. An apparatus for measuring the electrical 
'efficacy of one or more, battery cells for use in an 
uninterrup table power supply, the apparatus comprising 
an arraneter arranged to measure an a,c. component of a 
5 current through the battery cell or cells, the a.c- 

current component arising from a ripple current in the 
said battery cell or cells in use, the electrical 
efficacy of the cell or cells being determined on the 
basis of the measured a,c. current component. 

0 

13 . An apparatus for measuring the electrical 
efficacy of one or more battery cells for use in an 
uninterruptable power supply, the apparatus comprising 
a voltmeter arranged to measure an a.c. component of a 
5 voltage across the battery cell or cells, the a.c. 

voltage component arising from a ripple current in the 
said battery cell or cells in use, the electrical 
efficacy of the cell or cells being determined on the 
basis of the measured a.c. voltage component. 

14. An apparatus as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising an ammeter arranged to measure an a.c. 
component of a current flowing through the battery 
cell or cells, the a.c. current component also arising 
from the said ripple current in the said battery cell 
or cells in use, the electrical efficacy of the cell 
or cells being determined on the basis of both the 
measured a.c. voltage component and the a.c. current 
component . 

15. An apparatus as claimed in claim 14, in 
which the electrical efficacy is determined on the 
basis of an impedance calculated from the ratio of the 
said measured a.c. voltage component to the said 
measured a.c. current component . 

16. An apparatus as claimed in .Cny--0n-e--xrf*~elH-i^ 
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/ 

12 to 15, further comprising a frequency filter 
arranged to pass a band of frequencies including the 
frequency of the a.c. component arising from the 
ripple current. 

5 

17. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 in which 
the filter is a fifth order band pass filter* 

18. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 or claim 
10 17, in which the filter is arranged to pass a band of 

frequencies including at least one harmonic frequency 
of an a.c. mains frequency. 

19. An apparatus as claimed in claim 18, in 
15 which the filter is arranged to pass a band of 

frequencies including 900 Hz. 



20 



20. An apparatus as claimed in claim 18, in 
which the filter is arranged to pass a band of 
frequencies including 1080 Hz. 
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ASSESSING A PARAMETER OF CELLS IN THE 

BATTERIES OF UNINTERRUPTABLE POWER SUPPLIES 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method and apparatus for measuring the 
electrical efficacy of one or more battery cells for 
use in an uninterruptable power supply are disclosed. 
The efficacy is determined by making use of the 
ripple current which flows in the battery cells when 
in use in the uninterruptable power supply* 
Simultaneous measurement, for example, of the ripple 
current and a corresponding voltage component enables 
the internal impedance of a battery cell to be 
determined, the impedance acting as an indicator of 
electrical efficacy. 
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COMBINED DECLARATION AND 
POWER OF ATTORNEY 
IN ORIGINAL APPLICATION 



Attorney Docket No. 



SPECIFICATION AND INVENTORSHIP IDENTIFICATION 

As a below named inventor, I declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 

below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the 
subject matter which is claimed, and for which a patent is sought, on the 
invention entitled ASSESSING A PARAMETER OF CELLS IN THE BATTERIES OF 
UNINTERRUPTABLE POWER SUPPLIES the specification of which, 

(check one) is attached hereto. 

_ was filed on as Appln. No 

and was amended on . 

X_ was described and claimed in PCT International Application 
No. GBOO/02992 filed on 3 August 2000 . 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF REVIEW OF PAPERS AND DUTY OF CANDOR 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above 
identified specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment 
referred to above. I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is 
known to me to be material to the patentability of this application in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

PRIORITY CLAIM (35 U.S.C. § 119) 

Prior Foreign Application's) 

I claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a-d) of 
any foreign application ( s ) for patent or inventor's certificate listed 
below, each of which is incorporated by reference in its entirety, and have 
also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate having a filing date before that of the application on which 
priority is claimed: 

Number Country Day/Month/Year Filed Priority Claimed 

9918304 . 8 United Kingdom 3 August 1999 Yes x No 

^ Yes No 

Prior Provisional Application fs) 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119 (e) of any 
United States Provisional Application (s) listed below, each of which is 
incorporated by reference in its entirety: 



Number 



Day/Month/Year Filed 



PRIORITY CLAIM (35 U.s'.C. § 120) 



I claim the benefit under 35 Q.S.C. § 120 of any United States 
application (s) listed below, each of which is incorporated by reference in 
its entirety. Insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 112, I acknowledge 
the duty to disclose to the Patent Office all information known to me to be 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 which became 
available between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application: 

Appln. No U.S. Appl. No. Filing Date Status 

(if any under PCT) 



DECLARATION 

I declare that all statements made herein that are of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements that are made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 of 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon . 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 

I appoint the following attorneys and agents to prosecute the 
patent application identified above and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith, including full power of 
association, substitution and revocation: Judson K. Champlin, Reg. No. 
34 ^ 7 9 7; Joseph R. Kelly, Reg. No. 3 4^ 847 ; Nickolas E. Westman, Reg. No. 

■■'20, 147; Steven M. Koehler, Reg. No. 3 6, 188; David D. Brush, Reg. No. 

""347557; John D. Veldhuis-Kroeze, Reg. No. 38,354; Deirdre Megley Kvale, 
Reg. No. 3 5, 61 2j Theodore M. Magee, Reg. No. 39, 758_ ^ Peter S. Dardi, Reg. 

_39, 650; Christopher R. Christenson, Reg. No. 42, 413; John A. Wiberg, 
Reg. No. AAj_AOXl- Brian D. Kaul, Reg. No. 41, 885; Robert M Angus, Reg. No. 
24, 383 ; Christopher L. Holt, Reg. No. 45, 844 ; and Alan G. Rego, Reg. No. 
45^95f^ 

I ratify all prior actions taken by Westman, Champlin & Kelly, 
P. A. or the attorneys and agents mentioned above in connection with the 
prosecution of the above-mentioned patent application. 

DESIGNATION OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 

Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to Mr 
N.E. Westman in care of: 

westman,_chameij:h--£^_j^^ p. a. 



Suite _16 Q0 - In t^ama tio n a . ] ^Centre 

900 Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis^__Min nesota 55402-3 319 
PhoneT"(612) 334-3222 Fax: (612) 334-3312 



Inventor : 
Inventor : 
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Date 



(Signature) 
ANDREW SIMON CLEGG 



(Printed Name) 
Gloucestershire, United Kingdom 



Citizenship: British 



P.O. Address: 15 Prospect Place, Cirencester^ Gloucestershire, GL7 lEZ, \( 
United Kingdom . 
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